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the merchants and shop-keepers of the south are
of Sudra extraction. So also are some of the
agriculturists. Others are pariahs, although they
would like to be thought Sudras if they could only
persuade people to believe it. Pride of birth is
not confined to the nobility in India, nor to the
Brahman. Many a pariah who has grown rich in
trade and been able to afford to bring up his sons
to some profession, or to put them in Government
service, has disowned his pariah ancestry and
claimed that his caste was distinctly not of out-
caste origin.
There is still existing throughout the length and
breadth of India a village system such as prevailed
in England in the old feudal days. The over-lord
of a district or parish retained among his depend-
ents a carpenter, blacksmith, bricklayer, stone-
mason, shepherd, swineherd, and other workmen.
They received a subsistence allowance in kind
and were given house-room and other privileges,
in return for which they rendered service to the
over-lord and his establishment The system
vanished with the feudal lord, but left its traces
in the entourage of the country squire. Large
estates still employ their own work-people, the
wheelwright, blacksmith, and carpenter, who are
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